
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God is Telling a Story 
 

All Jesus did that day was tell stories—a long storytelling afternoon. His 
storytelling fulfilled the prophecy: I will open my mouth and tell stories; I will 

bring out into the open things hidden since the world’s first day. 
 

Matthew 13:34-35 
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Pastor’s Report 
Dear Friends of Spirit of Life,  
 
The thirteenth chapter of Matthew opens with a great image. Jesus is on a beach telling 
stories when all of a sudden the crowd grows so large that he’s pushed too close to the 
water. He hops into a boat and floats a few yards out onto the water so he can continue to 
speak to the crowd. Jesus tells stories about a farmer, a baker, a jeweler, a treasure 
hunter and a fisherman - all in an effort to draw people into conversation about the kin-
dom of God. After a while, the disciples want to know, “Why do you tell stories?” 
 
He replied, “You’ve been given insight into God’s kingdom. You know how it works. Not 
everybody has this gift, this insight; it hasn’t been given to them. Whenever someone has 
a ready heart for this, the insights and understandings flow freely. But if there is no 
readiness, any trace of receptivity soon disappears. That’s why I tell stories: to create 
readiness, to nudge the people toward a welcome awakening …  
All Jesus did that day was tell stories—a long storytelling afternoon. His storytelling 
fulfilled the prophecy: 
I will open my mouth and tell stories; 
I will bring out into the open 
things hidden since the world’s first day. - Matthew 13:11-14; 34-35 (The Message) 
 
Stories shape us. Stories help us to uncover who we are. Stories help us to make sense 
of the world. As Christians, we are story people. Like Jesus, we have a story to share. A 
story to tell our neighbors. A story that changes lives, that changes the world. As we 
reflect on 2022 at Spirit of Life, what stories do we tell?  
 
We can tell a story of resilience. In 2023, this community will celebrate 30 years of 
ministry. God has gifted the people of Spirit of Life with incredible resilience and tenacity, 
and 2022 was no exception. As we emerged further from the constraints and challenges 
of Covid, we welcomed more people - both old and new - to worship and to connection 
with the ministries of Spirit of Life. We prayed together, pondered the word, celebrated 
calls to ministry, tied quilts and fed and cared for others, pored over budgets and bylaws, 
shared our expertise, and walked in the woods. We marked new beginnings and mourned 
losses. Sometimes we got sideways with each other, and then found our way back to 
relationship. Most of all, we showed up. And for that I give thanks over and over to the 
One who created us, who loves us, who never leaves us.  
 
We can tell a story of hope. Through God, in God, with God, we have hope. Hope that in 
2023 and beyond, Spirit of Life will continue to be a place that prioritizes sharing the love 
of God in Christ Jesus, a place where relationship is paramount, a place of questions and 
curiosity. As we move into this new year, this new season of ministry and connection, I 
encourage you to think about the story that God is telling through you, with you, and in 
you. I would love to hear it!  
 

– Pastor Marietta Nelson-Bittle 



Council President’s Report 
Ezekiel 36:26 (NIV) “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove 
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh” 
 

• This Bible verse reminds us that we can be 
renewed by the grace of God. Spirit of Life had 
a number of new beginnings in 2022. Listed 
below are some of the best blessings! 
• In June of 2022 our Vicar Marietta became a 
fully ordained ELCA minister. So new 
beginnings with our Pastor Marietta. It was a 
joyful beginning! 
• Spirit of Life was blessed by supporting 
Trevor Boe as he pursues studies at Pacific 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley. 
It’s amazing a church as small as ours would 
have a child of Spirit of Life pursuing the 
ministry. Another new beginning! 
• Our council and members voted to create a 
new Special Gifts account from the donation of 
Viola Baskett. With voter approval new chairs 
for the sanctuary were purchased and our 
worship space now looks refreshed. Another 
new beginning! 

• Using special gift funds, a new more effective security system was installed, decreasing the 
opportunity for break ins. If we make it through 2023 with no break-ins that will be a new 
beginning!  

• Little Doves Director Abby Card-LaFrance applied and was approved for a large grant, which 
was used for many upgrades including new refrigerator, dishwasher, and ovens. Plus, many 
upgrades within the preschool furniture. This grant also provided for significant pay increases 
for Little Doves! Yay new beginnings! 

• Spirit of Life is a welcoming renewing congregation, and we have seen this with the welcoming 
environment at LifeCare Food Bank and the many new and returning people attending 
worship. 

• Recently we accepted Vicar Tina for an internship, which has already brought us many 
blessings! Vicar Tina has been welcoming clients at LifeCare and making connections with 
members. Her preaching skills are being honed here at Spirit of Life. New beginnings! 

• On January 21, 2023, several members attended “Music Makes Community” workshop, which 
will help increase musical participation. Perhaps new music and more musicians will bring a 
new beginning at Spirit of Life! 

• Pastor Marietta continues the work of evangelism along with plumbing, wiring, gutters, and 
snow shoveling! In 2023 we hope to have a better maintenance plan so Pastor Marietta can 
focus on the varied Bible studies and outreach to both our congregation and the community. 

 
Of course, this isn’t even close to the full blessings Spirit of Life has received and 
continues to receive as we remember from our baptism, we are always having a new 
beginning! 

– Sue Ruedebusch 

2022 Membership Report 
 

Members, 12/31/2021 170 
Received 2022  

By Transfer 8 
By Baptism 0 
By Affirmation of 
Faith 

1 

Total Received 9 
Removed 2021  

By Death 0 
By Transfer 1 
For other reason 0 

Total Removed 1 
Members, 12/31/2022 178 

 



Treasurer’s Report 
It is my privilege to write this short summary of the story of Spirit of Life’s finances for 
2022, which experienced a positive operating income of $32,791 overall. 

The Food Bank had a positive operating result of $867 in 2022. This compares very 
favorably with the budget projection of a negative result of $7,800 for the year. This result 
was due to a combination of lower Food and Purchase expenses with more generous 
Donations than the budgeted estimate. 

Little Doves had a positive operating result of $56,472 in 2022. The benefits of a large 
amount of grant income in 2022 specified increased employee compensation, provided 
parent grants, and allowed the purchase of items which improve the Little Doves program. 
These benefits are in addition to the larger positive operating result than the budgeted 
estimate of $15,070. 

The Church had a negative operating result of $24,534 in 2022.  This is better than the 
budget projection of negative $30,631. Unbudgeted income was received from the sale of 
the hand bells, an insurance settlement for leak damage remediation, Tithes and Offerings 
about 9% higher than pledged and large designated donations. Excess expenses in 
Purchases, Repair and Maintenance as well as designated expenses offset some of the 
unbudgeted income. 

The balance of the Special Gifts Account at the beginning of 2022 was 
$80,150.  Expenses of $7,532.91 were incurred in Facility ($4,852.91) and Education 
($2,500) functional areas.  These expenses and interest income of $650.43 resulted in a 
balance of $73,267.52 in the Special Gifts Account on December 31, 2022. 

This story is very condensed from full 
financial reports, and the most recent 
versions of the year-to-date Profit and Loss 
Report and the Balance Sheet are posted 
monthly in the church office. Explanation of 
these or any other financial reports or 
processes is available to anyone by asking 
me. In Matthew 13, it was stated that 
Jesus’ storytelling was fulfilling the 
prophecy of bringing hidden things out into 
the open. I assure you that the full story of 
Spirit of Life’s finances is not hidden but is 
available from me as the Treasurer, an 
appointed member of the Spirit of Life 
Council. 

– David Traxel 

Current Spirit of Life Staff 
Marietta Nelson-Bittle – Pastor 

Tina Bigelow - Intern 
Abbigail Card-LaFrance - Director 

Michelle McMillan- Administrative Assistant 
Kim Rohr - Finance Steward 

Kim Borden - Cook 
Maggie Miner- Teacher, Toddlers 

Lisa Dike - Teacher, Toddlers 
Madison Springer - Teacher, Toddlers 
Brittany Chambers - Teacher, Preschool 

Holly Caldwell - Teacher, Pre-K 
Alexander Herbst - Teacher, Pre-K 

Morgan Albright - Floater 
Sarah Bruer - Floater 

Sophia Card-LaFrance - Floater 
Liz Ranquist - Floater/Substitute 



Little Doves Children’s Learning Center 
A day at Little Doves Children’s Learning Center is filled with stories. Pastor Marietta tells 
stories at the chapel, our teachers tell stories at circle time, and our students tell stories 
with their play. Stories help our students understand the world and support their 
imagination. The story of Little Doves in 2022 is filled with growth. Our staff and 
administrators worked to enhance our environment with safety, communication, and 
quality of learning in mind. Using our Stabilization Grant of $88,000, we raised employee 
pay, updated our kitchen appliances, purchased heavy furniture, updated learning 
materials, and installed a keypad system to ensure children’s safety. In Fall of 2022, we 
implemented center-wide development screenings and parent-teacher conferences. Our 
center also hosted multiple in-house trainings, and by the year's end, seven staff members 
were enrolled in Early Childhood Education college courses. 

We become better educators with every family that comes to Little Doves Children’s 
Learning Center. We learn from the children as often as they learn from us. By sharing 
stories with the children and their families, we help children develop into happy 
adolescents and enrich our community. We are excited to continue this story into 2023. 

– Abbigail Card-LaFrance, Director 

Current Little Doves Enrollment 

• Toddlers: 18
• Preschoolers: 9
• Pre-Kindergarteners: 22



Life Care Community Food Bank 
Food bank operations continued its recovery from the Covid-19 impact.  As masking 
requirements were relaxed throughout the community, similar measures were followed in 
food bank operations.  This simplified our operations as clients gained access to our 
“shopping” tables to pick additional items that met their individual needs and 
preferences.  The number of clients and resulting meals served in 2022 were similar to the 
volume served in 2021.  However, our average number of clients served each Saturday is 
still about half the historical average served pre-Covid. 

Through the grace of God and the resulting generosity of our congregational members 
and the community, donation and volunteer efforts remain strong.  Food drives continue to 
be held for the benefit of the food bank.  Community supporters continue to drop by to 
donate food and money.  Congregational support remains strong through donations and 
volunteer support.  Increased warm clothing support was provided through knit hats and 
scarfs for clients by the congregation, which was welcomed by the clients. 

As we move to a new year, food bank operations are in a strong position to provide food 
insecurity support to individuals in our area. 

– Keith Webster 



Lutheran World Relief 
 2022 

God is not unjust. He will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have 
helped his people and continue to help them. Hebrews 6:10

92 Personal Care Kits @ $12/ea = $1,104.00 108 lbs 
@ $70/ea = $4,900.00 120 lbs 
@ $17/ea = $1,088.00 184 lbs 

76 Baby Care 
64 School Kits 
63 Quilts @ $17/ea = $1,071.00 280 lbs 

Total Value = $8,163.00 
Total Weight = 828 lbs 
Volunteer Hours = 4,920 

Our projects were transported to Seattle by Dave Traxel using Alan Ruedebusch’s trailer. 

$185 were donated by 3 congregational members for shipping expenses. 

Praise and Thanksgiving to all the congregational members involved in this vital outreach 
ministry. 

– Janet Hane, Coordinator 

Finance Steward’s Report 
Each year I like to try and see if I can relate the theme and verse of the annual report to 
the financials, to my position or to the happenings of the church and as I read the verse 
many ideas popped into my head. I just wanted to tell you that numbers tell a story too!! 
But it’s in my nature though to continue to research and ask questions to get a better 
understanding. So I read the beginning of the chapter, which included a lot of parables 
with similar themes. I even did the modern day thing by “Googling” the meaning. What I 
think Jesus is telling us, is that it just takes something small to make a big difference to 
many and you can do this through stories. Our Ministries is doing just that. 

Pastor Marietta has sermons that we can follow and relate to. The Foodbank has a dozen 
or so of volunteers and they service many families in the community. Little Doves has 
about 15 staff and they service over 50 students and their families. Not to mention the 
extended family that showed up for the Little Doves Christmas program. These are just a 
few of the services among many that we do as a congregation to help/service the 
community and to continue to tell his story and the stories in the Bible. 

Back to my numbers, so if you were to come to my office and pick a random payment out 
of my files, I would be able to tell you -a story- about why the church has this expense, 
what it was for, how it helps our congregation to better service our community and to fulfill 
our mission. 

– Kim Rohr 



Faith Community Nurse 
 

Thank you to the council, church members, and friends who have actively supported the 
outreach of the Faith Community Nurse program during 2022. It has been a year where 
Carol Colburn, RN and Sue Ruedebusch, RN have been busy building the pieces 
together. 
 
We participated in the Washington State Faith Community Nurse hypertension project in 
2022. After completing the project, we received a $250 stipend. This stipend was used to 
purchase a transport chair, which is a lightweight wheelchair, that we can loan to 
members as needed. The hypertension project results were very positive, so we have 
been chosen to repeat the program for 2023! This means that we will receive another 
$250 stipend from the state. 
 
We had a diabetes class in November with 6 participants. This was our first attempt to 
have a Saturday class in the sanctuary. It worked quite well. We were assisted by Eugenia 
Lennon, an ARNP who is a member of Edgewood Lutheran Church.Our plans are to have 
another diabetes class in early spring. 
 
Both Carol and Sue have been telephoning or texting members who need some spiritual 
support. 
We now have an office shared with Kim Rohr and Vicar Tina. The plan is to be in the 
office on Saturdays during Food Bank hours to greet clients and offer assistance for any 
medical needs. 
 
We will use the UniteUs computer platform as a tool for research and resources. In 2023 
we plan to make a stronger connection with Olalla Elementary and Mullenix Ridge, 
assisting their Social Workers with a healthy food initiative. 
 
Thank you to all who support this program! 

– Sue Ruedebusch, RN 
 


